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The proper application of a coordinated force across multiple domains can 
produce effects that exceed the contributions of forces employed individually.  
The destruction of a large number of targets through attrition warfare is rarely the key 
objective in modern war.  Instead, the objective is the precise, coordinated application of 
the various elements of airpower and surface power to bring disproportionate pressure 
on enemy leaders to comply with our national will (affecting their intent) or to cause 
functional defeat of the enemy forces (affecting their capability).  Airpower’s ability to 
observe adversaries allows joint force commanders to counter enemy movements with 
unprecedented speed and agility.  Airpower is unique in its ability to dictate the tempo 
and direction of an entire warfighting effort regardless of the scale of the operation. 
 

 

VOLUME 1 BASIC DOCTRINE 

http://www.doctrine.af.mil/Portals/61/documents/Annex_Air-Force-Glossary/AF-GLOSSARY-E.pdf
http://www.doctrine.af.mil/Portals/61/documents/Volume_1/V1-D21-Airpower.pdf
http://www.doctrine.af.mil/Portals/61/documents/Annex_Air-Force-Glossary/AF-GLOSSARY-J.pdf
http://www.doctrine.af.mil/Core-Doctrine/Vol-1-Basic-Doctrine/
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