
 

Summary of Key Changes for AFDP 3-02, Strategic Attack 

- Renumbered from AFDP 3-70 to AFDP 3-02 to elevate it to a more prominent position within 

Air Force operational doctrine 

- Clarified the Fundamentals of Strategic Attack to accurately characterize its distinctiveness 

- Aligned Strategic Attack and strategic objectives language with Joint Publication (JP) 3-0, 

Joint Campaigns and Operations and AFDP 3-72, Nuclear Operations 

- Updated Command and Control of Strategic Attack to align with AFDP 3-0.1, Command and 

Control  

-- Outlines requirements and authorities for subordinate commanders to conduct the C2 

process in Strategic Attack  

-- Included Strategic Attack C2 Activities 

- Added Forcible Action as a strategic use of military force in the competition continuum to 

accompany coercion to align with JP 1 Vol 1, Joint Warfighting 

- Removed effects-based approach to operations and replace with the effects-based and 

objectives-based principles of targeting 

- Refreshed organization of the publication 

-- Removed detailed description of the joint planning process for air 

-- Updated “Blue Box” vignettes with more current Strategic Attack examples 

-- Incorporated the descriptions of kinetic/non-kinetic from AFDP 5-0, Planning, and lethal 

and nonlethal effects from JP 3-60, Joint Targeting 


