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Combat Support (CS) consists of functions 
necessary to support and sustain Air Force 
special operations forces (AFSOF). During 
deployments, most CS functions are normally 
provided by the theater commander, through the 
service component commanders tasked with 
providing such support. However, at forward and 
austere operating locations where the 
preponderance of forces are AFSOF, the AFSOF 
commander will normally provide the majority of 
CS functions at that location. Unique CS 
requirements for special operations forces (SOF) 
should be coordinated via SOF channels during 
mission planning to achieve sustained operational 
capability, with minimal risk, commensurate with 
the geographic combatant commander’s 
operational objectives. 
 
Although SOF, in general, must rely on the 
Services for many support functions, Air Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC) 
possesses SOF unique CS capabilities that directly enable the AFSOF mission. AFSOF 
CS is provided by AFSOC’s Agile Combat Support (ACS) core mission. As AFSOC’s 
foundational and cross-cutting core mission, ACS enables AFSOF to deliver its combat 
capability in many threat environments. ACS supports the AFSOF mission at both home 
station and forward-deployed locations. The ACS core mission consists of numerous 
diverse functional capabilities that contribute to delivering AFSOC’s global combat 
capabilities. These ACS capabilities include: SOF security and force protection, 
deployed SOF civil engineering support including chemical, biological, radiological, and 
nuclear (CBRN) operations, SOF aircraft maintenance and generation, deployed SOF 
ground refueling operations, and SOF medical operations. 
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AFSOF CS possesses 
capabilities unique to SOF, like 
Deployed Air Ground Response 
Element (DAGRE) security and 

force protection teams. 
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https://www.doctrine.af.mil/Portals/61/documents/Annex_3-05/3-05-D02-SOF-Spec-Ops-Defined.pdf
https://www.doctrine.af.mil/Portals/61/documents/Annex_3-05/3-05-D02-SOF-Spec-Ops-Defined.pdf
https://jdeis.js.mil/jdeis/new_pubs/jp3_05.pdf#page=27
https://www.doctrine.af.mil/Doctrine-Annexes/Annex-3-05-Special-Ops/
https://www.doctrine.af.mil/Doctrine-Annexes/Annex-3-05-Special-Ops/
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS SECURITY AND FORCE PROTECTION 
 
Security Forces Deployed Air Ground Response Element (DAGRE) teams provide 
deployed security and force protection for special operations aircraft, resources, and 
personnel through proactive deterrence, detection, and response. DAGRE teams 
provide vulnerability assessments, counsel commanders on force protection matters, 
and suggest mitigating options for airfields, aircraft, munitions, personnel bed down, and 
vehicular routes. 
  
The primary DAGRE unit type code (UTC) consists of five personnel, but can be tailored 
to meet mission requirements. DAGRE teams primarily deploy to protect AFSOF aircraft 
and personnel while transiting or at remote locations where security is inadequate, 
nonexistent, or unknown. They are trained to advise special operations mission 
commanders on all security and force protection matters for coordinating and interfacing 
with host nation security forces or other base defense forces when collocated.  
 
DAGRE teams are also trained to provide fly-away security team (FAST) operations 
when AFSOF missions deploy into remote and isolated locations where security is 
nonexistent. SOF FAST can be tailored to meet individual mission requirements. 
 
DEPLOYED SPECIAL OPERATIONS CIVIL ENGINEERING SUPPORT 
 
AFSOC Civil Engineering (CE) J-Teams provide AFSOF commanders small, 
specialized CE equipment and personnel packages tailored to mission requirements. 
These CE J-Teams provide the self-sufficiency required to rapidly and autonomously 
execute limited civil engineering functions. These capabilities do not replace 
established, lead service component base operating support (BOS) missions at primary 
deployed installations, but rather provide a means to bridge the BOS gap at contingency 
locations. The core capabilities of AFSOC CE J-Teams include: austere level 
construction, CBRN protection, specialized explosive ordnance disposal (EOD), and 
engineering assessments. CE J-Teams conduct this mission via 12 specialized AFSOC 
UTCs.  
 
Air Rapid Response Kit (ARRK) teams provide basic shelter, sanitation, and support for 
AFSOF personnel. ARRKs are comprised of billeting and messing shelters, shower 
facilities, rudimentary latrines, a modular and scalable command and control (C2) 
facility, armory facility, and other modular shelters as required (via playbook options or 
additional UTCs). ARRK UTCs provide tactical furniture, power (via generators), a water 
purification system, and heating/cooling systems via deployable environmental control 
units (ECUs). ARRK UTCs are capable of operating independently for up to 30 days in 
austere areas in warm or cold climates.  
 
Additionally, AFSOC CE J-Teams provide AFSOF deployed personnel and assets 
protection from most CBRN environments for up to 30 days. CE J-Teams conduct this 
mission via two UTCs, the High Mobility Decontamination System (HMDS) and 
Collective Protection (COLPRO) teams. The HMDS is used primarily for tactical CBRN 
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equipment and infrastructure decontamination, while COLPRO teams focus on tactical 
CBRN personnel protection.  
 
Finally, the SOF EOD Gunship Team is a specialized, deployable EOD UTC directly 
supporting AFSOC AC-130 gunship aircraft. EOD Gunship teams provide AC-130 
weapons clearing operations via the use of specialized tools and training. They provide 
full-spectrum, deployed support to render safe all AC-130 weapons systems during 
munitions incidents and malfunctions. 
 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE 
 
In order to execute the Air Force’s special operations core function, and the air 
component mission of US Special Operations Command, AFSOC employs multiple 
specialized fixed-wing and tilt-rotor vertical airlift platforms. Each of these platforms 
require specialized maintenance to ensure AFSOC can conduct its missions. These 
aircraft contain multiple state-of-the-art modifications and system upgrades facilitating 
aircrew and mission partner set requirements for infiltration, exfiltration, precision strike, 
airlift, aerial refueling capabilities, and intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance. 
 
AFSOC maintenance teams receive specialized training and qualifications to inspect, 
service, troubleshoot and repair these advanced systems at home station and while 
deployed in austere conditions under low-light conditions. Through the use of 
commercial contractor maintenance and Air Force aircraft maintenance personnel, 
these platforms are capable of delivering AFSOF airpower anytime, anyplace without 
regards to physical environment. 
  
The aircraft maintenance teams are deployed using standard UTCs and can be tailored 
according to the actual number and type of aircraft being employed at multiple locations. 
These maintenance UTCs are also postured to deploy on short notice. 
 
The Special Operations Forces Logistics Element (SLE) supports AFSOC mission sets 
located in contingency locations not located with an Air Force materiel management 
function. The SLE provides effective supply chain operations when AFSOC forces 
operate from a location for more than 90 days, and when no specific end of mission 
date is established. 
 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORWARD-DEPLOYED GROUND REFUELING 
 
Forward Area Refueling Point (FARP) teams provide fuel support for special operations 
aircraft in forward-deployed, austere locations, and under cover of night. FARP teams 
can tactically refuel single or multiple aircraft with engines running with up to three 
refueling points simultaneously. FARPs primarily support airfield seizure, hostage 
rescue and recovery, and combat search and rescue missions. AFSOC employs five 
separate FARP teams via seven UTCs. A FARP UTC consists of three specially trained 
FARP personnel, one Forward Area Manifold Cart (FAM cart) and one single point sled. 
FARP teams are postured to deploy on short notice. 

  

  

-   
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS MEDICAL CARE 
 
SOF medical elements (SOFME) and special operations surgical teams (SOST) are 
embedded within operational AFSOF line units to provide medical support IAW mission 
capabilities statements (MISCAPS) which describe assigned medical UTCs to support 
special operations taskings and other contingency medical support needs. AFSOC 
maintains 24 medical specialty and functionally-aligned UTCs that vary in size, 
equipment, personnel, and capabilities based on the assigned mission. Two of these 
personnel packages critical to AFSOC deployed forces are the SOFME and SOST. 
 
The SOFMEs and their equipment UTCs may deploy as part of an aviation unit or as a 
tailored, task-organized response package depending on SOF unique mission 
requirements. AFSOC SOFMEs provide a broad but limited continuum of medical 
capabilities: BOS primary care, Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS), Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support (ACLS), urgent point-of-injury trauma care, and casualty 
evacuation (CASEVAC). The SOST performs forward resuscitative surgery and 
immediate life and limb saving damage control, limited patient holding, and critical care 
CASEVAC. 
 
SOSTs are embedded within and employed by the 24th Special Operations Wing 
(SOW) and 352 SOW operational units. Additionally, AFSOC medics provide medical 
support for humanitarian missions, noncombatant evacuation operations, civil affairs, 
foreign internal defense and global healthcare engagement missions. 
  
AFSOC medics adapt to diverse operations in remote or austere environments, far 
removed from conventional logistics support and resupply. Due to these conditions, 
equipment sets should be extremely flexible, robust, lightweight, reliable, and easy to 
operate. As a result, these equipment and support packages are state-of-the-art and 
updated frequently to ensure interoperability, suitability, and effectiveness. 
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