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Military operations are conducted along a varying scale of violence and military
involvement. They range from continuous and routine operations such as military
engagement, cooperation, and deterrence; through smaller-scale contingencies and
crisis response operations; to major operations and campaigns found in a major war.
Some conflicts may escalate or de-escalate from one form to another. Warfighters may
find that military activities like security cooperation (SC) and engagement will take place
simultaneously with major combat operations and irreqular warfare (IW). No two
conflicts are alike; scope, duration, tempo, and cultural/political context vary widely.
Military leaders should carefully assess the nature of their assigned missions to
determine the appropriate mix of forces and discern implied missions and requirements.
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