
 

 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS RELATIONSHIP TO IRREGULAR WARFARE 
Last Updated: 13 August 2013 

Adaptive adversaries such as terrorists, insurgents, criminal networks, and rogue states, resort 
to irregular forms of warfare as effective ways to challenge US forces. Irregular warfare (IW) 
conflicts are a violent struggle among state and non-state actors for legitimacy and influence 
over the relevant population(s).1  
 
Since many irregular threats are not purely military problems, many of the responses required 
are not purely military either. Due to the complex nature of these threats, such conflicts may not 
end with decisive military victory. They are more likely to require long-term involvement to 
remedy, reduce, manage, or mitigate the conflict. To prevent, deter, disrupt, and defeat irregular 
threats, US forces should seek to work in concert with other government agencies and 
multinational partners, and, where appropriate, the partnered actors to understand the situation 
in depth, plan and act in concert, and continually assess and adapt their approach in response 
to the dynamic and complex nature of the problem. Because of inherent capabilities, 
characteristics, and specialized training, SOF are ideally suited to participate in US efforts to 
counter IW adversaries and threats. For more information on IW, refer to Annex 3-2, Irregular 
Warfare. 
 

                                                           
1 JP 1, Doctrine for the Armed Forces of the United States 

ANNEX 3-05 SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=AF-GLOSSARY-I.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-2-D01-IW-Introduction.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-2-D01-IW-Introduction.pdf
https://jdeis.js.mil/jdeis/new_pubs/jp1.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/DTM/dtmspecialops.htm
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