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Commanders in all disciplines should have a basic awareness of the fundamental
advantages and disadvantages offered by space operations in order to effectively
employ space capabilities. Space is a domain—like air, land, maritime, and cyberspace
—possessing unique characteristics that influence how we operate in it. Maneuver and
position are not constrained by national or regional boundaries, but by the laws of
physics (Appendix: Orbital Mechanics), existing treaties, and political will. Unlike
surface forces that are bound by geographic operating areas, Airmen view space
operations globally.

Global and theater space capabilities may be best employed when aligned under a
single commander through appropriate and approved command relationships, focused
expeditionary organization and equipment, distributed operations, and specialized
talent. Airmen should focus on employing space forces to achieve strategic and
operational effects. Two tenets of airpower have particular relevance to space
operations—persistence and synergistic effects. Operating in the proverbial “ultimate
high ground,” space systems offer the potential for persistent overhead access.
Airpower’s ability to observe adversaries allows a commander to counter enemy
movements with unprecedented speed and agility. Global space mission operations
enable precise, coordinated application of force to achieve synergistic effects against
the enemy.

Airmen should understand space capabilities are vital to joint campaign and operational
planning. Integration of space capabilities occurs within Air Force, joint, and combined
operations in uncontested, contested, and denied environments, and throughout the
range of military operations. Since space assets like global positioning system (GPS)
and Milstar complement existing capabilities (e.g., navigation aids, long-haul
communication), space capabilities are inherently cross-domain integrated. The
synergistic effect of combining space capabilities with land, maritime, air and
cyberspace capabilities creates an operational advantage for the joint force commander
(JFC). Air Force space operations often rely on partnerships with external organizations
including other military services, allies, national and civil agencies, and commercial and
foreign enterprises. Integration of partner space capabilities requires diligent
establishment of command relationships.
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