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Treaties and national laws, together with national and Department of Defense (DOD) 
policy, guidance, and strategy provide a framework for implementing actions in space 
and operating under established legal principles and constraints.  The United States is 
committed to the right of all nations to explore and use outer space for peaceful 
purposes.  The US use of space systems in support of its defense activities is 
consistent with the use of space for peaceful purposes.  National Space Policy (NSP) 
states that “purposeful interference with space systems, including supporting 
infrastructure, will be considered an infringement of a nation’s rights.”    

The NSP establishes goals to strengthen stability in space and promote safe and 
responsible operations.  Increased emphasis is placed on assurance and resilience of 
mission-essential functions enabled by commercial, civil, scientific, and national security 
space systems.  Airmen are directed to develop and exercise capabilities and plans for 
operating in, from, and through a degraded, disrupted, or denied space environment for 
the purposes of maintaining mission-essential functions.  Options for mission assurance 
may include rapid restoration of space assets and leveraging allied, foreign, and/or 
commercial space and non-space capabilities. 
 

ANNEX 3-14 SPACE OPERATIONS 

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D03-SPACE-OPS-Amn-Perspect.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D08-SPACE-OPS-Legal.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D05-SPACE-OPS-Space-Systems.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/national_space_policy_6-28-10.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D13-SPACE-OPS-NON-Military.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/DTM/dtmspace.htm

