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Air Force foreign internal defense (FID) operations support US response measures 
that, according to the principles of international and domestic law, affirm the inherent 
right of states to assist one another in maintaining internal order against insurgency 
and other forms of internal violence. This is based on the host government’s inherent 
right of self-defense, recognized in Article 51 of the United Nations (UN) charter and 
international law. The UN charter also recognizes, through the right of collective self-
defense, that targets of aggression may request assistance, to include armed 
assistance, from other states.  

 
FID operations take place within the larger context of US strategies for shaping, 
influencing, and dominating the operational environment. Normally, the Air Force will 
conduct FID operations when the President or Secretary of State honors a host 
nation request for military assistance and Air Force forces have been directed to do 
so by appropriate legal authorities. The decision to conduct FID operations is based 
on US and international laws, however, the culture and norms of the affected nation 
influence how the operation is conducted. The US may assist host nations and, in 
some cases, may directly intervene. Commanders should understand that 
operations must be tied to specific objectives and may be conducted over extended 
periods. All stability operations, regardless of context, require an exit strategy that 
leaves a legitimate government in place with sufficient capacity to address the 
insurgency. 
 
 

 

  

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-22-D01-FID-Introduction.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-2-D07-IW-AF-IW-Capability.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-2-D07-IW-AF-IW-Capability.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/DTM/dtmforeigninternaldefense.htm
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