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ABBREVIATIONS

operations and maintenance
operational aviation detachment
Operation ALLIED FORCE

Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public
Affairs
operational assessment team

order of battle [also OOB]

offensive counterair

offensive cyberspace operations
outside the continental United States
Operation ENDURING FREEDOM
Operation IRAQI FREEDOM
operating location

order of battle

observe, orient, decide, and act
operational control

operation plan

operation order

office of primary responsibility
operations security

operationally responsive space
operational support airlift

offensive space control; on-scene commander
open-source intelligence

operational weather squadron
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DEFINITIONS

objective. 1. The clearly defined, decisive, and attainable goal towards which every
operation is directed. 2. The specific target of the action taken which is essential to the
commander’s plan. See also target. (JP 5-0)

offensive counterair. Offensive operations to destroy, disrupt, or neutralize enemy
aircraft, missiles, launch platforms, and their supporting structures and systems both
before and after launch, but as close to their source as possible. Also called OCA. (JP
3-01).

offensive cyberspace operations. Cyberspace operations intended to project power
by the application of force in or through cyberspace. Also called OCO. (JP 3-12)

on-scene commander. The person designated to coordinate the personnel recovery
efforts at the recovery site. Also called OSC. (Annex 3-50)

operational area. An overarching term encompassing more descriptive terms (such as
area of responsibility and joint operations area) for geographic areas in which military
operations are conducted. Also called OA. See also amphibious objective area; area of
operations; area of responsibility; joint operations area, joint special operations area,;
theater of operations; theater of war. (JP 3-0)

operational art. The cognitive approach by commanders and staffs — supported by
their skill, knowledge, experience, creativity, and judgment — to develop strategies,
campaigns, and operations to organize and employ military forces by integrating ends,
ways, and means. (JP 3-0)

operational assessment. Joint force components’ evaluation of the achievement of
their objectives, both tactical and operational, through assessment of effects,
operational execution, environmental influences, and attainment of the objectives’
success indicators, in order to develop strategy recommendations. It also includes any
required analysis of causal linkages. Also called OA. (Annex 3-0)

operational control. The authority to perform those functions of command over
subordinate forces involving organizing and employing commands and forces, assigning
tasks, designating objectives, and giving authoritative direction necessary to accomplish
the mission. Also called OPCON. (JP 1)

operational design. The conception and construction of the framework that underpins
a campaign or major operation plan and its subsequent execution. (JP 5-0)

operational environment. A composite of the conditions, circumstances, and
influences that affect the employment of capabilities and bear on the decisions of the
commander. (JP 3-0)
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operational level of war. The level of war at which campaigns and major operations
are planned, conducted, and sustained to achieve strategic objectives within theaters or
other operational areas. (JP 3-0)

operational weather squadron. Operational weather squadrons are the authoritative
source for environmental characterization in their respective areas of responsibility.
They are responsible for collection of atmospheric data/information, analysis and
prediction of the atmosphere, and generation of products based on this analysis and
prediction for use by weather flights and other agencies. They are also responsible for
the upgrade and on-the-job training of weather apprentices and new officer accessions.
Also known as OWS. (Annex 3-59)

operation order. A directive issued by a commander to subordinate commanders for
the purpose of effecting the coordinated execution of an operation. Also called OPORD.
(JP 5-0)

operation plan. 1. Any plan for the conduct of military operations prepared in response
to actual and potential contingencies. 2. A complete and detailed joint plan containing a
full description of the concept of operations, all annexes applicable to the plan, and a
time-phased force and deployment data. Also called OPLAN. (JP 5-0)

operations security. A process of identifying critical information and subsequently
analyzing friendly actions attendant to military operations and other activities. Also
called OPSEC. (JP 3-13.3)

order of battle. The identification, strength, command structure, and disposition of the
personnel, units, and equipment of any military force. Also called OB; OOB. (JP 2-01.3)

overt operation. An operation conducted openly, without concealment. See also
clandestine operation; covert operation. (JP 2-01.2)
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